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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS 

Did the Emperor Alexius I. ask for Aid at the Council of 

Piacenza, 1095? 

According to Bernold of St. Blasien, Pope Urban II. summoned 
bishops from Italy, Burgundy, France, Alemannia, Bavaria, and 
other provinces to the Council of Piacenza held in March, 1095. 
" Item legatio Constantinopolitani imperatoris ad hanc sinodum per- 
venit, qui domnum papam omnesque Christi fideles suppliciter im- 
ploravit, ut aliquod auxilium sibi contra paganos pro defensione 
sanctae aeclesiae conferrent, quam pagani iam pene in illis partibus 
deleverant, qui partes illas usque ad muros Constantinopolitanae civi- 
tatis obtinuerant. Ad hoc ergo auxilium domnus papa multos in- 
citavit, ut etiam jurejurando promitterent, se illuc Deo annuente 
ituros, et eidem imperatori contra paganos pro. posse suo fidelissimum 
adiutorium collaturos. ... In hac sinodo quatuor fere milia cleri- 
corum et plus quam triginta milia laicorum fuisse perhibentur." 1 

Bernold began his chronicle in 1074; he died in 1100. He prob- 
ably was present at the council, as he says in telling about it, " Missas 
quoque nonnunquam extra aeclesiam satis probabiliter, necessitate 
quidem cogente, celebramus." * At all events his bishop was present, 2 
and Bernold had a good opportunity to learn what was done at the 
council. 

Bernold's statement has been accepted by Gibbon, Rohricht, 
Hagenmeyer, Hertzog, Giesebrecht, and many others. Sybel asserts 
that the appeal of Alexius was "the final impulse" 3 which caused 
the First Crusade. Riant, Chalandon, Luchaire, and others, 4 on the 
contrary, have been unwilling to admit that the Emperor Alexius 
made an appeal for aid at Piacenza. Their most important argument 
for not accepting Bernold's statement has been that he was the only 
contemporary author who mentioned the preaching of the crusade at 
Piacenza. Those who have accepted Bernold's statement have known 
of no other contemporary source. 5 

1 Monvmenta Germaniae Historica, Scrip tores, V. 462. 

2 Hagenmeyer, Chron. de Zimmern, p. 5 1 ; also in Archives de I'Orient Latin, 
II. 66 and note. 

3 Gesch. d. Erst. Kreuzsugs, first ed., p. 223 ; second and third ed., p. 182. 

* Cf. Tuthill, " The Appeal of Alexis for Aid in 1095 ", in University of 
Colorado Studies, vol. IV., no. 3. 

B The Annals of Jumieges (M.G.SS., XXVI. 508) have however sometimes 
been cited as confirmatory evidence. The passage reads, "Eodem anno Urbanus 

(731) 
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But there is another. In the Historic Monasterii Novi Pictavi- 
ensis," written by the monk Martin, we find: "Divino instinctu ad- 
monitus [Urbanus] gentes Christianorumque populos coepit com- 
monere atque ad sepulchrum Domini locaque sancta de manu iniquo- 
rum auferenda piorum animas coepit invitare: contigit eundem 
Papam ejusmodi gratia ad Galliarum regna transitum facere. Nam 
celebrato quadragesimali tempore concilio apud Placentiam Italiae 
urbem in quo huius sancti praecinctus prima verba prolata sunt idem 
praedictus venerabilis Papa Alpes transcendit Julias; perveniens 
autem Arveniam Urbem, quae alio nomine Clarus-Mons dicitur. . . . 
Et sic ilia verba quae quasi praeoccupando in Placentino concilio pro- 
lata sunt, in evidentiam et ostentationem sanctae militiae." ... 

This statement is very important, as it confirms Bernold's state- 
ment that Urban preached the crusade at Piacenza, although the 
council had been called "contra schismaticos ". Baldric of Dol's 
statement may also be cited : " Publicae praedicationis causa, papa 
Romanus, Urbanus nomine, venit in Gallias. . . . Sane Placentiae 
concilio generali celebrato, praelibatus pontifex paulo post Arvernis 
advenit." 7 

The probable explanation of the introduction of this new subject 
into the agenda of the Council of Piacenza is the appeal of the Em- 
peror as recorded by Bernold. Confirmations of his statement are 
to be found in the references to Constantinople and the Greek Empire 
in Urban's speech at Clermont as reported by Robert the Monk and 
Fulk of Chartres; and in Guibert's statement as to the causes of 
Urban's action. 

Robert reports the pope as saying : " Ab Iherosolimorum finibus 
et urbe Constantinopolitana relatio gravis emersit et saepissime jam 

papa, qui prius in Italia concilium tenuerat pro exortatione Yerosolimitani itineris, 
iterum apud Clarum-montem concilium tenuit et constituit, ut christiani fixis cruci- 
bus in vestibus Ierusalem pergerent." The author of this part of the Annals and 
the date when it was written are not known. Consequently this notice has little, 
if any, value. 

The so-called Episiola Spuria has also been much discussed in this connec- 
tion. It is certainly not genuine in its present form, and its date is uncertain, 
so that it can have no value as evidence for Piacenza. Cf. Hagenmeyer, Bysant. 
Zeitschrift, VI. i ff. ; Chalandon, Alexis I. ; Pirenne, in Revue de I'lnstruction Pub- 
lique en Belgique, L. (1907) 217-227; see also Kohler, in Revue de I'Orient Latin, 
VIII. 564. 

6 Watterich, Pontificum Romanorum . . . Vitae, I. 598 ; previously printed in 
Martene, Thesaurus Anecd., II. The author was a contemporary (see Bouquet, 
XI. 118, note a). The fragment of this work stops at Jan., 1096. Cf. Molinier, 
Sources, no. 1435. 

7 Recueil des Historiens des Croisades, Hist. Occid., IV. 12. 
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ad aures nostras pervenit. . . . Regnum Graecorum jam ab eis ita 
emutilatum est." 8 

Fulk, in his brief summary of Urban's speech, also records refer- 
ence to the Greek Empire and the need of aid for it. " Necesse est 
enim, quatinus conf ratribus vestris in Orientali plaga conversantibus, 
auxilio vestro jam saepe acclamato indigis, accelerato itinere succur- 
ratis. Invaserunt enim eos, sicuti plerisque vestrum jam dictum est, 
usque mare Mediterraneum, ad illud scilicet quod dicunt Brachium 
Sancti Georgii, Turci, gens Persica, qui, apud Romaniae fines, terras 
Christianorum magis magisque occupando, lite bellica jam septupli- 
cata victos superaverunt, multos occidendo vel captivando, ecclesias 
subvertendo, regnum Dei vastando." 9 

Guibert says : " Is itaque vir eximius [Urbanus] , quum ab Alexi 
Graecorum principe magnis honoraretur exeniis [exequiis] , et preci- 
bus quidem, sed multo propensius generali Christianitatis periculo 
pulsaretur". . . . 10 

Further corroboration for the connection of the Greek emperor 
with the inception of the crusade is to be found in the fact that Con- 
stantinople was made the official rendezvous for all the bands, and in 
the relations between the emperor and the Western leaders, especially 
Bohemond. But the account of these cannot be compressed into a 
brief note, intended merely to call attention to a new item of evidence 
and to indicate how this supplements, and is supplemented by, other 
information. 11 

D, C. Munro. 

The First Endowed Professorship of History and its First 

Incumbent 

On the 17th of May, 1622, at the Convocation of the University 
of Oxford, formal announcement was made of a gift by William 
Camden, Clarenceux King at Arms, establishing what has been known 
as the Camden (Ancient) History Professorship. It is probable that 
some fitting commemoration of this foundation will be held at Oxford 
next October. 

s Recueil des Historiens des Croisades, III. 727-728. 

9 Ibid., III. 323-324. 

10 Ibid., IV. 135. 

" The fact that Alexius had frequently asked for aid before the Council 
of Piacenza is universally admitted. Consequently I have not cited any of the 
sources which prove this fact, e.g., Ekkehard's statement, " per legationes tamen 
frequentissimas et epistolas " (Hagenmeyer, Hierosolymita, p. 80), which has 
often been used in connection with the emperor's appeal at Piacenza, but may 
refer to the earlier appeals. 
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